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— Bob Briner &  Ray Pritchard 
“Leaders Pray in Gratitude” 



 

  LEADERSHIPL INK  
“ABCs for Leaders” 

 

Dr. J.J. Turner, well known author and a proponent of 
Christian leadership, outlines the following basic leader-
ship principles using the alphabet: 
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Turner, J.J. Christian Leadership Handbook. Howard Publishing Co.  
   West Monroe, LA, 1982, pp. 193-96. 
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Another very sobering fact is that HELL CONTAINS REAL PUNISHMENTS .  Verses 23 – 25  
note the rich man in torment of such unbearable intensity.  If we consider the language used, it 
should be very obvious that hell is a place of pain and torment. (Many feel that this is symbolic lan-
guage.  They had better hope not! Symbolism is only used when conventional language is inade-

quate to describe something.  In fact, in this case I am afraid the reality is much worse than what the symbolism might be.)  
Here are some of the real torments that hell contains: 

 

1. Unquenchable fire (Mark 9:43; Luke 16:24 ). 
2. Memory and remorse — Abraham told the rich man, “son, remember” (verse 25).  The rich man recalled his brothers 

(verses 27-28).                                                                                                                                                    
3. Intense, unsatisfied thirst (Luke 16:24-25). 
4. Misery and pain (Luke 16:24-26 and Revelation 14:10-11). 
5. Frustration and anger (Luke 13:28 and Matthew 24:51). 
6. Eternal separation (Revelation 20:14-15) describes the eternal separation as the second death, and Revelation 21:8, 

provides a list of sinful people who will face that consequence.  
7. Undiluted wrath — God made a covenant with man with the rainbow that He would not utterly destroy man by water 

again (Genesis 9:11).  The prophet Habakkuk understood how God’s wrath would come so he prays, “… In wrath re-
member mercy” (Habakkuk 3:2).  Know that in hell God’s fury will be unleashed on wicked mankind! 

 

If for nothing else, this ought to make everyone want to be saved!  But the question often arises, “What if it isn’t true?” But 
then, “what if it is?”  Where do you want to spend eternity?  

 

HELL GUARANTEES REAL PERMANENCE.  We see in verse 26 the rich man was told that he had to stay there.  He is 
still there now!  If you die without Jesus Christ, as the rich man did, you will most certainly go to hell!  If you go to hell, you 
will be there forever.  Judgment will take place at the throne of God and everyone will be judged by their deeds (Revelation 
20:11-15).  Those whose names are not found in the book of life will never exit the lake of fire!  … to be continued. 

—Mel Caraway 
 

—The final installment will appear in our Spring 2007 issue. 
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—The Battalion Commander’s Handbook 
(FM 20-100, Army Leadership Field Manual) 



 

Before those in the first century church were “… called Christians first 
at Antioch,” they were simply known as “disciples” (Acts 11:26).  This 
word  is found in only two other places in the New Testament: (1) Acts 
26:28, “Agrippa replied to Paul, ‘In a short time you will persuade me 
to become a Christian?’ ” and, in (2) 1 Peter 4:16, “  But if anyone suffers 
as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this 
name.”  

 

Are you a Christian… a disciple… an adherent (i.e. believer, devotee, or 
follower) of Jesus Christ?  Do you wear that title with honor and glorify 
God?  Do you consider yourself a slave or soldier belonging to Christ?  If 
not, why not?                                                                                          —ED 

 
 

Dickie, J. “Christian.” International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. WORDsearch Corp.  
   Database © 2005 
Vine, W.E. “Christian.” An Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words. Thomas Nelson   
   Publishers, Nashville, 1985, p. 101 
Vos, H. New Illustrated Bible Manners & Customs. Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nash- 
   ville, 1985, p. 470 

 WORD CORNER: “C HRISTIAN ” 

�� he� word “Christian” comes from the Greek 89:;<:=>?@�
�Christianos), “... formed after the Roman style, signifying an 
adherent of Jesus… from the second century onward the term 

was accepted by believers as a title of honor” (Vine).   
 

The name, then, did not originate with the Christians themselves. 
Nor would the Jews have applied it to the followers of Jesus, whose 
claim to be the Christ they opposed so passionately. They spoke of 
the Christians as “the sect of the Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5); perhaps 
also as “Galileans,” a term which the emperor Julian attempted later 
vainly to revive. The word must have been coined by the heathen 
population of Antioch, as the church emerged from the synagogue, 
and a Christianity predominantly Gentile took its place among the 
religions of the world (Dickie). 

 

In seeking to uncover a fuller sense of the term “Christian,” Vos writes: 
“A Caesarianos was an imperial slave or soldier belonging to Caesar.  The 
comparable Greek form Christianos implies a slave or soldier belonging to 
Christ.”  
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   In our previous two issues, we briefly looked at two other pieces of the Christian’s spiritual battle gear: the 
“belt of truth” and the “breastplate of righteousness.”  Just as today’s American soldier must wear his or her 
combat uniform to include properly fitted boots, Christian soldiers must don their spiritual combat gear for 

protection and survival against Satan’s warriors, as well as the proper footwear.   
 

The first century Roman soldier wore “… caligae or sandals, bound by thongs over the instep and round the ankle, and having the soles 
thickly studded with nails.  They were not worn by the superior officers, so that the common soldiers were distinguished as caligati [i.e. boot 
men]” (Vincent).  The “... legionary wore heavy sandals specially reinforced with three-fourths-in-thick leather soles and hobnails.  The leather 
thongs that held them on continued half-way up the shin and were tied there.  In cold weather they could be stuffed with fur or wool and were 
probably as comfortable as anything worn today” (Vos). 

 

“Marching,” according to Jones, “was an essential part of a soldier’s life, and no soldier could march far without sturdy shoes. Even before 
the Roman era, the breaking of a soldier’s shoe was a metaphor for weakness of defeat.  The studded shoes enabled a soldier to stand firm.  
They kept the soldier’s feet from slipping in battle.  Without his shoes, a Roman soldier could not maintain his position against the enemy.”  
Jones adds, “The Greek word rendered ‘readiness’ or ‘preparation’ in Ephesians 6:15 can also be translated ‘prepared foundation’ — in other 
words, a firm foundation for a soldier’s feet.”  Easton reports, “Sandals were not worn indoors, so that putting them on was a sign of readiness 
for activity.”  This is “the only passage in the New Testament where the word occurs in relation to the use of the military shoe” (Zodhiates).  

 

Regarding the Greek word ��������� � [hetoimasia or preparation], Thayer writes “it is the act of preparing... the condition of a person or 
thing so far forth as prepared, preparedness, readiness… of mind.”  Military readiness and training go hand-in-hand.  Soldiers continually pre-
pare themselves physically and mentally for combat through classroom instruction and field training exercises.  While professional warriors do 
not look forward to war but peace, they are battle-ready (including wearing the proper footwear), to stand firm in the heat of battle.  

 

Likewise, Christian soldiers are to be spiritually prepared to meet the attacks of Satan and be ever ready to go forth to preach the “gospel of 
peace.”  Our readiness is derived from daily study of God’s word and putting on every piece of God’s armor — including proper footwear. 

—ED 
Easton, B. “Shoe-Lachet.” International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Database © 2005 WORDsearch Corp. 
Jones, T. The Armor Of God. Rose Publishing, Inc. Torrance, CA, 2005. 
Thayer, J. Greek-English Lexicon. Database © 2005 WORDsearch Corp. 
Vincent, M. Word Studies in the New Testament, Vol. 3, “The Epistle to the Ephesians.” Database © 2005 WORDsearch Corp. 
Zodhiates, S. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament. World Publishers, Iowa Falls, IA, 1992, pp. 666-67. 
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THE ARMOR  OF GOD — PART  3 
“PROPER FOOTWEAR ” 
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Salvation is the condition of being reconciled to God 
through His Son, Jesus Christ.  This is not a way to God.  It is 
the way to God.  The Lord has clearly laid out what we must 
do to be saved (i.e., to have salvation). 

God’s wonderful plan for each and every one of us is that 
we live with Him in heaven for all eternity.  First, the good 
news that reconciliation to God through Jesus Christ is 
achievable for all is learned by hearing the Gospel (Romans 
10: 13-16; Mark 6:15, 16).  Then we must believe what we 
have heard (Hebrews 11:6; Acts 2:41).  Next we are to con-
fess Christ as our Savior (Luke 12:8; Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 

8:35-37).  Then we are to be baptized for the remission of the 
sins that Jesus died to save us from (Matthew 28:18-20; Gala-
tians 3:27; Romans 6:3-11; Acts 2:38, 41, 47).  Then, we are to 
live our lives in and for Him (1 Peter 2:11-12). 

By doing as God commands us and by living as He would 
have us live, we are assured by His faithfulness, grace and love 
that once this earthly life is over, we will live forever with 
Him.  Thus, the fear of death for the Christian is removed.  It is 
just a transition to eternal life with our Creator, our Savior and 
our God.  

   —Ray Carlisle  (USMC, Retired) 

SEMPER FIDELIS   
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“ Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

� � � �  ! � � " � # �
“ATTITUDE” 

 

Attitude is the single character in our life over which we have com-
plete control.  No one has the same awareness, or understanding that 
you do.  No one has the same perception, initiative or enthusiasm.  No 
one has the same visualization because of experiences you have had.  
No one has the same mind, associations, personality or disposition.  In 
short, no one has the same attitude. 

Therefore, no one can manage your attitude unless you do!  Philip-
pians 2:5 says, “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in 
Christ Jesus”  (NAS).  Other versions use the word “mind” or 
“wisdom” where “attitude” is used; however, note the word “in” – 
meaning, “within, the inner part, inside the mind, heart, or soul.”  
Doesn’t this sound as if our definition of “attitude” is being described 
here?  The apostle Paul goes on to describe the incredible attitude of 
humility Christ displayed as an example to each of us, forfeiting eve-
rything as a ransom for our souls. 

So, let’s examine the attitude that Paul must have had in writing 
this letter.  What frame of mind would you be in if you were in prison 
falsely accused of treason and sedition? Yet, Paul rises to the occasion 
(note Avon Malone’s commentary, Press To The Prize, p. 36).  

Paul appealed his case to Caesar (Acts 25:11f).  As a result, he is a 
prisoner in Rome awaiting a hearing with the Emperor when he writes 
the brethren at Philippi.  Paul was one who saw through the difficul-
ties, trials and thwartings and made them avenues of opportunity to 
teach the gospel to as many people as he could.  

Are we allowing God to work through us for the spread of the gos-
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pel or has our attitude about the church, work — or lack of it or what-
ever — keep us from being what we should be, saying what we should 
say, and displaying the proper attitude, to our friends, neighbors, col-
leagues and family members?  Does our attitude lead to the spread of 
the gospel or does it hinder it? 

In his book “Attitude Power,” Dr. J.J. Turner discusses 13 attributes 
concerning attitude.  When you have an unpleasant task to perform or a 
relationship to mend, ATTITUDE makes the difference. When failure 
has spoiled your day, when you come to the end of your rope or you 
find yourself among negative people, ATTITUDE makes the differ-
ence.  When others have control over your career and all external sup-
ports are gone, or if you are confronted with challenging circumstances, 
ATTITUDE makes the difference.  When tempers rise and things are 
tense, or your feelings and emotions are crushed, and life has handed 
you a hand that is unfair, ATTITUDE makes the difference. When 
people insist on having their way, or life calls you to her stage to per-
form, ATTITUDE makes the difference. 

Here is how I know ATTITUDE  can change everything. Assign a 
value to each letter of the alphabet based on its location, thus, A = 1; T 
= 20; T = 20; I = 9; T = 20; U = 21; D = 4; E = 5.  Notice the grand 
total equals100! 

God certainly expects us to change:  “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come”  ( 2 Corinthians 5:17).  When we become Christians, we are a 
new creation; our old way of life must be replaced with a new way of 
life.  A change must take place.                                     

(continued on p. 5) 
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GOOD NEWS GOOD NEWS 
&N&N OTESOTES     

“On arriving [at Antioch], they gathered the church together and reported all 
that God had done through them and how He had opened the door of faith to 
the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27). 

[For Military Christians by Military Christians] 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A worldwide ministry of the White’s ferry Road Church of Christ 

American Military Evangelizing Nations 

“Attitude”  
(continued from p. 4) 

 

We are to be brand new people which means that our 
thinking, behavior and commitments must change.  Every-
thing must change that does not measure up to the kind of 
life that God wants us to live.  

The change He desires is not just a one-time change at 
our conversion [i.e. point of baptism], for the Bible 
teaches that we are to continually change and model our 
lives to be more like Christ.  1 John 2:6 says, “the one 
who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the 
same manner as He walked.”  God, through John, means 
that our goal is to walk [i.e. act or behave] through our 
home, our workplace, and even the grocery store --  every-
where -- talking, acting, and thinking like Jesus because 
He is the perfect example for us to model our Christian 
life after. 

My dear comrades, God expects us to constantly strive 
to change our lives so that we may be the kind of people 
that He wants us to be. “Brethren, join in following my 
example, and observe those who walk according to the 
pattern you have in us”  (Philippians 3:17). Paul was a 
true example of a transformed life.  In this context he is 
urging his readers to pattern their lives after him and his 
loyal brothers and co-laborers in the faith. 

Our change is possible through Christ who changed 
many people. Paul changed from a persecutor of the 
church to a lover of the church. Peter changed from a 
fisherman to a fisher of men. Matthew changed from a 
corrupt tax collector to a respected Apostle.  Zacchaeus 
changed from a thief to a man who gave half his posses-
sions to the poor. If you want to change – you can! It is 
our hearts that God expects us to change.  As our hearts 
change so will our actions - to be more reflective of 
Christ.	

We can change our attitude – if we want to.  And God 
expects it of us. Everything goes better with God in the 
picture.  We are to do everything for His honor and glory 
– not ours! Our attitude is the one thing that motivates us 
to become what God wants.  

— Mel Caraway 

To help your loved one in the U. S. military anywhere in the world and 
on many of our ships at sea, please send us an email with contact infor-
mation so we can forward it to churches whose volunteers want to help 
and know what how to minister in this mission field.�
�

Harriet is ready at amen@wfrchurch.org to help and to do it fast.�
�

We work with the churches of Christ, but we often help young people 
who are affiliated with other churches or who don’t attend church any-
where.  Some 400 churches want to minister to your loved one. �
�

We ask for your prayers for all our military and for our ministry.�
�

Don Yelton�
� 
donyelton@wfrchurch.org  
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Midshipmen  
Outreach  
Program 

 

Annapolis, Maryland 

	
	
	
	
	

 
 
 
 

Annapolis is a growing congregation, with about 150 worshipers on Sunday morning. We 
have Bible classes for all ages before the Sunday morning worship service and at the mid-
week Bible study on Wednesday nights. 
 
The Midshipman Program has three key objectives: 
 
1. To give members of the church who the Academy a church 

home which nurtures their faith and reinforces their ground-
ing in sound Christian doctrine. 

2. To reach out to those at the Academy who may not be mem-
bers of the church, but are seeking a closer relationship with 
God and a scriptural church home. 

3. To touch a lost world through the lives of 
Academy graduates, who will have a unique 
opportunity to spread the Word of God 
around the world, both in the military com-
munity and in the countries where they live 
as they travel in service to their nation. 
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