SAVED BY THE BIBLE VoAl 2007

Ten days ago, Pfc. Brendon Schweigart, 22, wasmission t’||> 1st Century Roman Soldier

4 recover a tank that had broken down in Baghdadj. Irblpo
— 7| reaching the tank, he was struck in the chest éiyier’s bullef.
Fortunately for Schweigart, the bullet embeddeelfiinito a Bi
~ | ble he carried in his shirt pocket. The Word ofd@Gwd quitg
’ literally saved his life! [Pfc.] Schweigart’s exgence reminds
me of a passage in the BibleTHerefore lay aside all filthi
ness and overflow of wickedness, and receive withemkness the implanted
word, which is able to save your souls(James 1:21). Pfc. Brendon Schweipart
learned that keeping a Bible near your heart denally save your life, but mgre
important than that, keeping a Bible near your hedll also be able to stop the
attacks of the Devil and will save your soul.
—Steve Higginbotham 21st Century U.S. Soldier
September 3, 2007

Copyright © 2007, South Green Street Church of Chst, Glasgow,

Kentucky. Permission is granted to copy these arties.

NOTE: video story & additional photos availabletdtp://www.tampabays10.com/news
specials/popular/article.aspx?s=popular&storyid=6154 (Channel 10 Tampa Bay, FL)

EDITOR’'S NOTE: We are back in full swing after a temporary hg&atlue to personal
reasons earlier this year. We hope and pray timatnistry efforts will fortify your soul

as you strive to “..grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and $&vJesus
Christ...” (2 Peter 3:18).
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“In the midst of battle, the one ‘ ’w,»x**
common thing which brings men s?"{ N 0
together is prayer.” il " i
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THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL — Part 3
(Luke 16:19-31)

< EDITOR’'S NOTE: In previous issues, the author discussed: (d)iba real place, (b) hell will be
filled with real people, (c) hell contains realmishments, and (d) hell guarantees real permanenge.

We should also be aware that hell is not:
1. Annihilation : When a person is convinced there is no etermailshment he will often delude himself with theinotthaj
life simply stops. There is nothing after death¢® dead that is all there is to one’s exister®eipture however speakd to
the contrary (Revelation 19:20). In this contextene God is describing the second coming of Clerisn the beast ahd
the false prophet are not going to be annihilatétie devil himself will suffer the same fate (Rat&n 20:10). Thoge
who have chosen to worship the beast will also heesame destiny (Revelation 14:10).
2. A Temporary Place of Purging Verse 26 describes a great chasm such thatinreal there will be no crossing over.
Hell will be a place of lasting punishment, notlage where one can turn from their wicked ways &kenthings right.
3. The grave In the New Testament when the grave (the plaoerevdead people are placed) is mentioned anottessHG
word is used. It is often translated as tomb pubkzer. Therefore, we should not presume thagthee is the final plage
for man. The grave may be a resting place for eaddodies but not the eternal tomb for our souls.
4. A parable, or scare tactic Hell IS a REALITY!!! Although Jesus taught immbles (and some might challenge whether
the text of this lesson comes from one of thosalgas), there is compelling evidence that He iskipg of a real plage
and real events. Since Jesus is the Lord andtG¥his provides us a way to avoid hell, why would lt$e a scare tactic?
Verses 27-3help us understand ELL CAN BE AVOIDED THROUGH A REAL PROMISE. The rich man is told that
the Word of God holds the answer and it still do&he Bible tells us of God'’s
love for sinners (John 3:16). It tells of Christleath to save us (Romans 5:6-8;
2 Corinthians 5:21). It promises Christ’s resutigetis that guarantee of eternal
life to all who come to Him, Matthew 28:6; John 23:26). Honestly, my dear
friends, it takes real arrogance and ignoranceotdoghell! Where are you in
your relationship with Him?

—Mel Caraway

Leadership is one of those very strange concepfs|q the group, which means that some people will ggtyan

Sl

cult to define but easy to recognize. For yearavehsaifi| at your actions and decisions. It's inevitable duyare
that the best way to identify a good leader isomk|fof | honorable. Trying to get everyone to like you isign
the individual that people are following. Just lieplacefi| ©f mediocrity: you'll avoid the tough decisions, wib
into a leadership position does not make one aeteany| 2v0d confronting the people who need to be conéan

th i : K and you’ll avoid offering rewards based on perfonoe
More than putting a person in a garageé makes cae a because some people might get upset. Ironically, by

Leadership is the process of getting work done procrastinating on the difficult choices, by tryingt to
others. It involves motivating, influencing, andetiting| 96t anyone mad, and by treating everyone equa
others towards attainment of long term goals. répeally | Micely” regardless of their contributions, youdlmply
lik hat H T id: “Mv d f it ensure that the only people you'll wind up angerang
Ik€ what Harry fruman once said. y aetinition the most creative productive people in the orgditna
leader ... is a man who can persuade people to dd
they don’t want to do, or do what they're too lamydo|| Whenever we want to influence or motivate peogle to
and like it.” move from point “a” to point “b”, we must always
about how to lead them rather than how to diree
Never forget, a manager has subordinates, a |¢ader

o

y

Too often a leader tries to avoid making the difiiig
decision in order to satisfy everyone and windsafisfy

ing no one and in doing so does not accomplishntiss followers. —Dick Savage
sion. The effective leader must be focused on aptish;

ing the mission rather than being popular. Gen€din

Powell said: ! "#

Good leadership involves responsibility to the amdf of
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THE ARMOR OF GOD — PART 5
“SHIELD OF FAITH”

Page 3

The Roman shield was actually made out of goatatfrskin and stretched over strong pieces of waiod;
stood four feet by three feet and was trimmed with along its edges and had an iron circle inrtiddle.
‘Before going into battle, Roman soldiers drenchteeir leather-covered shields with water. Whenftagy
arrows of their enemies struck these soaked shitdd€lames were immediately extinguished. Sesd@uld

put their shields together and have more protettidones). Bromiley notes that it was patternetgrathe
Greek shield which was long and rectangular in shapd was “almost a portable wall, which covers the
whole person.”

Flaming missiles or arrows were “pointed weapotsit tcould be ignited so as to “destroy with fif@id). The enemy
intent was clear: death to everyone. We must Ipstaatly vigilant of the devil's schemes (i.e. naeth or tactics). The spirit
forces of wickedness (verse 12) are relentlesfir etermination to destroy God’s people! Howwa® counteract Satal
weaponry and thus defend ourselves? By employiith” (PISTEOS) — i.e. the body or system of truth which is therevo

God (cf. John 17:17).

MI, 1985.

Like spiritual warriors in the first century, madeday Christian soldiers must take hold of thifedsive piece of equipm
to protect themselves against the onslaughts ofmgrmeaumber one: Satan.
shoulder, Christians have a greater chance otslisurvival than being a loner (i.e. strengtmimbers).

Bromiley, G._Theological Dictionary of the New Tastent Abridged in One Volume. William B. Eerdmans Pahing Company, Grand Rapids,

Jones, T. The Armor of Go®Rose Publishing, Inc. Torrance, CA., 2005.

Being united in faith armhding shoulder-t

—Ed Linebaugh

h

fied: “... for all have sinned and fall short of th

glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grae
through the redemption which is in Christ Je
sus..” (Romans 3:23-24).

Strong’s Concordance definggstified as, “to render (i.
show or regard as) just or innocent: KJV- freetifug-ied), bd
righteous.” Notice what Jesus said about the ttkeayer g
opposed to the Pharisee regarding their prayeukel18:9-14.
Jesus concludes this parabletéll you, this man went dowr
to his house justified rather than the other; for eeryong
who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who hubbed
himself shall be exalted Therefore, there is an elemen
humility necessary in justification. Jesus wasngyto help th
Pharisees understand the futility of their arrogangé/e cann
have a haughty spirit and be justified before Ghriss childreI
of God, we simply must demonstrate our justificatibroug
our humility and love for all mankind—yes, even @memie
In fact, Jesus tells us to pray for our enemiesarBn mi

4

a)

n
were washed, but you were sanctified, but you wejjastified

hristians can rejoice each day because we are] jfi

.Jesus, God sees us as His Sosinless

these words of PaulAhd such were some of you; but yqu

tthe name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spt of
our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11). The Corinthians were a g
guilty of just about every sin imaginable. Priorthis vers
Paul provides one of the most lengthy lists ofisithe Ne
estament and boldly states—Arfd such were some
ou...” Could not Paul say the same things about mb
oday? So what has changed? We are now sangtifi
apart as a special people. We are justified... newtdéno
cent... like a new born baby. Righteous like Alamhwa
ound because of his faith—a faith with action. Was will
ing to do what God commanded even though it me
ould lose the son through whom many nations
erge. What has changed? We are justified, exdlse
anything we have done but because of God'’s grasegif t
us—His only begotten son, Christ Jesus whose Sjvirdls i
each Christian. We can therefore now claim wejastfied
just as if we had never sinned How awesome! Becaus

Mel Carawa
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SEMPER FIDELIS (ALWAYS FAITHFUL )

“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the groud, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a livig soul' (Genesis 2:7).

human being that is spiritual in nature, havingrbbeeathe

and provided him with everything necessary to sadife.
God walked with the man and, later, with the mad &
woman in that garden. After the Fall, God sentthewva)
from the garden, having told them what their livesuld bé
like now that they had sinned against Him
Ever since that event, our souls have been dis

from God. He took pity on us and established whgs ma
could come closer to Him. These ways finally culated i

We each have an immortal soul. It is that parewéry |the birth of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, whond Gall-
i

into us by God Himself. He placed this first marai gardepjcause you and | owe a debt we cannot pay. If we@clesys

ngly sacrificed. Christ paid a debt that He diot owe beg-

as Lord and Savior [on His terms] and live in Himrdy we
shall live with Him in eternity. But, if we negleso great ja
sacrifice, then our immortal soul will still livenieternity—
only without God. That is an option that none af shouldl
choose.

¢
—Ray Carlisle (USMC, Retired)

Ry For LIFE

When one is sick or has suffered an injury, heher geny
erally turns to a health care professional forttremt. Th
physician, nurse practitioner, or PA (physicianisiatant
may prescribe appropriate medication via a presorigRX,
for short) that is intended to relieve pain andvide a meag-
ure of relief and comfort. Occasionally, thoughatipnt
refuse to take their medication because of its taaste of
have difficulty in swallowing and thus forfeit iistendeg
benefits.

1%

From time to time the word of God (truth) can bstalte
ful and difficult to swallow. Many people, Chriatis in
cluded, refuse God's)XRJesus) for sin and thus forfeit sfiq
spiritual benefits as love, joy, peace, and sodbntlie fruit
of the Spirit, Galatians 5:22-23) — not to mentieterngl
life with God.

Jesus, the Great Physician, provides the righthBt every
person needs: words of eternal life. Whereas lgambdica-|
tion providestemporaryrelief from physical ailments, Jesys’
words providelasting relief and spiritual comfort. Simon
Peter answered Him,‘Lord, to whom shall we go? Yol
have words of eternal life” (John 6:68). When one refuges
God'’s remedy for sin, there is no other cure (©hni14:6).

Is your spiritual life is ailing? Fill (or refillyour Rx from
God’s spiritual pharmacy — the Bible. Taken agd®d, you
will soon notice remarkable changes in your spafitaealth
This Rxis 100% guaranteed by its Manufacturer to cure-$in
Rwithout negative side effects!

P.S. Insurance approval not required!

—Ed Linebaugh
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“On arriving [at AntiocH, they gathered the church together and reported 1§
that God had done through them and how He had opexethe door of faith tg
the Gentiles' (Acts 14:27).

Church of Christ, Camp Victory, Irag Church of Christ, Camp Fallujah, Iraq

$ % %&'

)

Church of Christ, 1Z Baghdad, Iraq Church of Christ, Camp Taji, Iraq

Guest Speakersony Coffey & Dale Hawley AmericanMilitary Evangelizing Nations
Tony Coffey has been ministering in Dublin, Irelapd

for more than 30 years. As an evangelist, he md’F A worldwide ministry of the White’s ferry Road Ctiuof Christ

missions in Europe and North America, and in regenfTo help your loved one in the U. S. military anywé the world and
years he has served in India. He is married argd|han many of our ships at sea, please send us ahwitiacontact infor-
three children. mation so we can forward it to churches whose vtelens want to helg
Dr. Dale Hawley teaches family studies at the Univjr- and know what how to minister in this mission field

sity of Wisconsin, and is an elder in the churcéreh s .
Dale also serves as an Associate Director of Migsig Harriet is ready ahmen@wfrchurch.org to help and to do it fast.

Care for Mission Resource Networkyw.mrnet.org). || We work with the churches of Christ, but we oftesiphyoung peoplg
Activities will include morning devotionals, Bibjd who are affiliated with other churches or who daattend church any

classes, evening singing and keynote speeches, A(%here. Some 400 churches want to minister to md one.

usual, there will be time for rest and relaxatio®.| \ve ask for your prayers for all our military anda tur ministry.
local tours, shopping, etc.).

Don Yelton

For more information, go tavww.euroretreat.org donvelton@wfrchurch.org
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< EducationZone >

“God’s Plan for Spiritual Education: Part 4”

“And He gave some aapostles and some aprophets and some agvangelistsand some agastorsand teachersfor
the equipping of the saints for the work of serviceto the building up of the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-12).

NOTE: In this series of articles, we have worked baaids beginning with “teachers.”

A prophet(prophetes or propheteg “(1) in Greek writings, [was] an interpreter afagles or of other hidden things; (2) one who, ndl
by the Spirit of God and hence his organ or spolaesreolemnly declares to men what he has receiyédspiration, especially concern
future events, and in particular such as relatinéocause and kingdom of God and to human salvairithe OT prophets, having foret
the kingdom, deeds and death, of Jesus the Megblabf John the Baptist, the herald of Jesus tlesdah; (c) of the illustrious prophet,
Jews expected before the advent of the MessiatlthédMessiah; (e) of men filled with the Spirit @bd, who by God's authority and ¢

revelations (Corinthians 14:5, 29-31).

An apostle apostolos or apostolog in classical Greek “is a naval expedition... itsreoander; a ship ready for departure... ser
out... In the NT... [apostle] can also mean delegaigy emessenger” (Bauer). In order for a man tdifyuas an apostle, he had to be

mand in words of weight pleads the cause of Goduagds salvation of men” (Thayer). These spokesfoeGod received direct divifie
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eyewitness of Christ’'s resurrection and chosengmetty by Him (Acts 2:21-26) and “called... by thélvef God” (Romans 1:1; 1 Cori
tioned (Acts 14:14; 1 Thessalonians 2:6; Romang)16tn writing to the church at Corinth, Paul msféo another kind of apostlepseu

quently, these phoney messengers were not frombGbfilom Satan!

Both prophets and apostles belonged to the finseéigdion of Christians and comprised the churcht byiJesus Christ, Himself being
cornerstone or foundation (Ephesians 2:20). Rddhe complete revelation of God’'s word to therchythese men were essential in g
municating His eternal will via the Holy Spirit. n@e fully communicated and written down, God ceasmehking through these special
lvoys and messengers. How does God communicateitotbe 21st century? The same way He has direcrst century — though His S
(Hebrews 1:1-3).

When we read the Bible, we learn the revealed ofilGod through Jesus Christ and His Spirit that firas spoken by theapostlesang
prophetsand now recorded for our understanding and obedienSince that initial group of church leadezsangelists pastors (i.e
“shepherding” elders), antdachersare God’s trainers in preparing Christians for kwaithin the church... the body of Christ.

-Ed Linebaugh
Bauer, W. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New TestainThe University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1979.
Thayer, J. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testatm&ondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Ml, 1965

thians 1:1). Jesus originally called twelve merapgstles (Matthew 10:2-4); however, others suchad, Barnabas, and Silas are also fnen-

dapostolos(yeudapostolos ) or “false (pseudo) apostle” (i.e. fake, pretendyuxy counterfeiversusgenuine, true, correct, exact). Cofise-

he
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en-
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HEAR the word of God Romans 10:9-14; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 216Revelation 2:7; 22:18-19

BELIEVE in Jesus as Savior of worldJohn 3:16; 14:6; 14:23

REPENT of your sins Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 8:22; 17:30; Rexigin 2:5, 16, 21,22; 3:3, 19

CONFESSJesus before othersMatthew 10:32-33; Romans 10:8-11

BE IMMERSED (BAPTIZED) into the body of Christ for forgiveness of your sinMark 16:15-16; Acts 2:36-47; 22:16; Romans
11; Colossians 1:8; 1 Peter 3:18-22

CONTINUE to live faithful to God until you die or Christ coes again 1 Corinthians 15:50-58; Revelation 2:10
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