
 

Ten days ago, Pfc. Brendon Schweigart, 22, was on a mission to 
recover a tank that had broken down in Baghdad, Iraq.  Upon 
reaching the tank, he was struck in the chest by a sniper’s bullet.  
Fortunately for Schweigart, the bullet embedded itself into a Bi-
ble he carried in his shirt pocket.  The Word of God had quite 
literally saved his life!  [Pfc.] Schweigart’s experience reminds 
me of a passage in the Bible.  “Therefore lay aside all filthi-

ness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls” (James 1:21).  Pfc. Brendon Schweigart 
learned that keeping a Bible near your heart can literally save your life, but more 
important than that, keeping a Bible near your heart will also be able to stop the 
attacks of the Devil and will save your soul. 
       —Steve Higginbotham 
           September 3, 2007 

 
 
 

 
 NOTE: video story & additional photos available at http://www.tampabays10.com/news/
specials/popular/article.aspx?s=popular&storyid=61154 (Channel 10 Tampa Bay, FL) 
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21st Century U.S. Soldier 

 

“In the midst of battle, the one 
common thing which brings men 
together is prayer.” 
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  We are back in full swing after a temporary hiatus due to personal 
reasons earlier this year.  We hope and pray that our ministry efforts will fortify your soul 
as you strive to “… grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ…” (2 Peter 3:18). 

Copyright © 2007, South Green Street Church of Christ, Glasgow, 
Kentucky. Permission is granted to copy these articles. 

���������	
��
���
�����������	
��
���
�����������	
��
���
�����������	
��
���
������



 

  LEADERSHIPL INK  
Leadership is one of those very strange concepts: diffi-

cult to define but easy to recognize. For years I have said 
that the best way to identify a good leader is to look for 
the individual that people are following. Just being placed 
into a leadership position does not make one a leader any 
more than putting a person in a garage makes one a car. 

 

Leadership is the process of getting work done through 
others. It involves motivating, influencing, and directing 
others towards attainment of long term goals.  I personally 
like what Harry Truman once said: “My definition of a 
leader … is a man who can persuade people to do what 
they don’t want to do, or do what they’re too lazy to do, 
and like it.” 

 

Too often a leader tries to avoid making the difficult 
decision in order to satisfy everyone and winds up satisfy-
ing no one and in doing so does not accomplish the mis-
sion. The effective leader must be focused on accomplish-
ing the mission rather than being popular. General Colin 
Powell said: 

 

Good leadership involves responsibility to the welfare of 

the group, which means that some people will get angry 
at your actions and decisions. It’s inevitable if you are 
honorable. Trying to get everyone to like you is a sign 
of mediocrity: you’ll avoid the tough decisions, you’ll 
avoid confronting the people who need to be confronted, 
and you’ll avoid offering rewards based on performance 
because some people might get upset. Ironically, by 
procrastinating on the difficult choices, by trying not to 
get anyone mad, and by treating everyone equally 
“nicely” regardless of their contributions, you’ll simply 
ensure that the only people you’ll wind up angering are 
the most creative productive people in the organization. 
 

Whenever we want to influence or motivate people to 
move from point “a” to point “b”, we must always think 
about how to lead them rather than how to direct them. 
Never forget, a manager has subordinates, a leader has 
followers.                                                                                                        

                                                                  —Dick Savage  
�
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    THE TRUTH ABOUT HELL — Part 3 
(Luke 16:19-31) 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: In previous issues, the author discussed:  (a) hell is a real place, (b) hell will be 
filled with real people, (c)  hell contains real punishments, and (d) hell guarantees real permanence.  
 

We should also be aware that hell is not:  
1. Annihilation :  When a person is convinced there is no eternal punishment he will often delude himself with the notion that 

life simply stops.  There is nothing after death; once dead that is all there is to one’s existence.  Scripture however speaks to 
the contrary (Revelation 19:20).  In this context where God is describing the second coming of Christ even the beast and 
the false prophet are not going to be annihilated.  The devil himself will suffer the same fate (Revelation 20:10).  Those 
who have chosen to worship the beast will also have the same destiny (Revelation 14:10). 

2. A Temporary Place of Purging:  Verse 26 describes a great chasm such that once in hell there will be no crossing over. 
Hell will be a place of lasting punishment, not a place where one can turn from their wicked ways to make things right. 

3. The grave.  In the New Testament when the grave (the place where dead people are placed) is mentioned another Greek 
word is used.  It is often translated as tomb or sepulcher.  Therefore, we should not presume that the grave is the final place 
for man. The grave may be a resting place for our dead bodies but not the eternal tomb for our souls.   

4. A parable, or scare tactic:  Hell IS a REALITY!!!  Although Jesus taught in parables (and some might challenge whether 
the text of this lesson comes from one of those parables), there is compelling evidence that He is speaking of a real place 
and real events.  Since Jesus is the Lord and Christ who provides us a way to avoid hell, why would He use a scare tactic?   

Verses 27-31 help us understand HELL CAN BE AVOIDED THROUGH A REAL PROMISE.  The rich man is told that 
the Word of God holds the answer and it still does.  The Bible tells us of God’s 
love for sinners (John 3:16).  It tells of Christ’s death to save us (Romans 5:6-8; 
2 Corinthians 5:21).  It promises Christ’s resurrection is that guarantee of eternal 
life to all who come to Him, Matthew 28:6; John 11:25-26).  Honestly, my dear 
friends, it takes real arrogance and ignorance to go to hell!  Where are you in 
your relationship with Him? 

       —Mel Caraway  
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in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of 
our God” (1 Corinthians 6:11). The Corinthians were a people 
guilty of just about every sin imaginable.  Prior to this verse, 
Paul provides one of the most lengthy lists of sin in the New 
Testament and boldly states— “And such were some of 
you…”  Could not Paul say the same things about most of us 
today?  So what has changed?  We are now sanctified, or set 
apart as a special people.  We are justified… rendered inno-
cent... like a new born baby.  Righteous like Abraham was 
found because of his faith—a faith with action.  He was will-
ing to do what God commanded even though it meant he 
would lose the son through whom many nations would 
emerge.  What has changed?  We are justified, not because of 
anything we have done but because of God’s grace, His gift to 
us—His only begotten son, Christ Jesus whose Spirit dwells in 
each Christian.  We can therefore now claim we are justified: 
just as if we had never sinned!  How awesome!  Because of 
Jesus, God sees us as His Son… sinless.����������������

� � � � � ���� Mel  Caraway 

�� hristians can rejoice each day because we are justi-
fied: “... for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace 

through the redemption which is in Christ Je-
sus…”  (Romans 3:23-24).�

Strong’s Concordance defines justified as, “to render (i.e. 
show or regard as) just or innocent: KJV- free, justify (-ied), be 
righteous.”  Notice what Jesus said about the tax-gatherer as 
opposed to the Pharisee regarding their prayer in Luke 18:9-14.  
Jesus concludes this parable, “I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone 
who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles 
himself shall be exalted.”   Therefore, there is an element of 
humility necessary in justification.  Jesus was trying to help the 
Pharisees understand the futility of their arrogance.  We cannot 
have a haughty spirit and be justified before Christ.  As children 
of God, we simply must demonstrate our justification through 
our humility and love for all mankind—yes, even our enemies.  
In fact, Jesus tells us to pray for our enemies.  Bear in mind 
these words of Paul: “And such were some of you; but you 
were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified 

Page 3 Fall 2007 

����� �������������������	���
�����
����� ��������	�	
��� ���������������������������������������������������� �������
��������������������� ��� �������	��
���
������

 

The Roman shield was actually made out of goat or calf skin and stretched over strong pieces of wood; it 
stood four feet by three feet and was trimmed with iron along its edges and had an iron circle in the middle.  
“Before going into battle, Roman soldiers drenched their leather-covered shields with water.  When the fiery 
arrows of their enemies struck these soaked shields, the flames were immediately extinguished.  Soldiers could 
put their shields together and have more protection” (Jones).  Bromiley notes that it was patterned after the 
Greek shield which was long and rectangular in shape and was “almost a portable wall, which covers the 
whole person.”   

 

Flaming missiles or arrows were “pointed weapons” that could be ignited so as to “destroy with  fire” (ibid).  The enemy’s 
intent was clear: death to everyone.  We must be constantly vigilant of the devil’s schemes (i.e. methods or tactics).  The spiritual 
forces of wickedness (verse 12) are relentless in their determination to destroy God’s people!  How do we counteract Satan’s 
weaponry and thus defend ourselves?  By employing “faith” (PISTEOS) — i.e. the body or system of truth which is the word of 
God (cf. John 17:17). 

 

 Like spiritual warriors in the first century, modern-day Christian soldiers must take hold of this defensive piece of equipment 
to protect themselves against the onslaughts of enemy number one: Satan.  Being united in faith and standing shoulder-to-
shoulder, Christians have a greater chance of spiritual survival than being a loner (i.e. strength in numbers).   

            —Ed Linebaugh 
 

Bromiley, G. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. Abridged in One Volume. William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids,  
   MI, 1985. 
Jones, T. The Armor of God. Rose Publishing, Inc. Torrance, CA., 2005. 

[For Military Christians by Military Christians] 

THE ARMOR  OF GOD — PART  5 
“SHIELD  OF FAITH ” 
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We each have an immortal soul.  It is that part of every 
human being that is spiritual in nature, having been breathed 
into us by God Himself.  He placed this first man in a garden 
and provided him with everything necessary to sustain life.  
God walked with the man and, later, with the man and the 
woman in that garden.  After the Fall, God sent them away 
from the garden, having told them what their lives would be 
like now that they had sinned against Him 

Ever since that event, our souls have been disconnected 
from God.  He took pity on us and established ways that man 
could come closer to Him.  These ways finally culminated in 

the birth of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, whom God will-
ingly sacrificed.  Christ paid a debt that He did not owe be-
cause you and I owe a debt we cannot pay.  If we accept Jesus 
as Lord and Savior [on His terms] and live in Him here, we 
shall live with Him in eternity.  But, if we neglect so great a 
sacrifice, then our immortal soul will still live in eternity—
only without God.  That is an option that none of us should 
choose. 

    
          —Ray Carlisle  (USMC, Retired) 

SEMPER FIDELIS  (ALWAYS  FAITHFUL ) 
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“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” (Genesis 2:7). 

R X  F O R  L I F E  
When one is sick or has suffered an injury, he or she gen-

erally turns to a health care professional for treatment.  The 

physician, nurse practitioner, or PA (physician’s assistant) 
may prescribe appropriate medication via a prescription (Rx, 

for short) that is intended to relieve pain and provide a meas-

ure of relief and comfort.  Occasionally, though, patients 

refuse to take their medication because of its bad taste or 
have difficulty in swallowing and thus forfeit its intended 

benefits. 
 

From time to time the word of God (truth) can be distaste-

ful and difficult to swallow.  Many people, Christians in-
cluded, refuse God’s Rx (Jesus) for sin and thus forfeit such 

spiritual benefits as love, joy, peace, and so on (cf. the fruits 

of the Spirit, Galatians 5:22-23) — not to mention eternal 

life with God.  
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Jesus, the Great Physician, provides the right Rx that every 

person needs: words of eternal life.  Whereas earthly medica-

tion provides temporary relief from physical ailments, Jesus’ 

words provide lasting relief and spiritual comfort.  “Simon 

Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go? You 

have words of eternal life’” (John 6:68).  When one refuses 
God’s remedy for sin, there is no other cure (cf. John 14:6). 

 

Is your spiritual life is ailing?  Fill (or refill) your Rx from 

God’s spiritual pharmacy – the Bible.  Taken as directed, you 

will soon notice remarkable changes in your spiritual health.  

This Rx is 100% guaranteed by its Manufacturer to cure sin – 
without negative side effects! 

 

P.S.  Insurance approval not required! 

 
              —Ed  Linebaugh  
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“On arriving [at Antioch], they gathered the church together and reported all 
that God had done through them and how He had opened the door of faith to 
the Gentiles” (Acts 14:27). 

[For Military Christians by Military Christians] 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A worldwide ministry of the White’s ferry Road Church of Christ 

American Military Evangelizing Nations 

To help your loved one in the U. S. military anywhere in the world and 
on many of our ships at sea, please send us an email with contact infor-
mation so we can forward it to churches whose volunteers want to help 
and know what how to minister in this mission field.�
�

Harriet is ready at amen@wfrchurch.org to help and to do it fast.�
�

We work with the churches of Christ, but we often help young people 
who are affiliated with other churches or who don’t attend church any-
where.  Some 400 churches want to minister to your loved one. �
�

We ask for your prayers for all our military and for our ministry.�
�

Don Yelton�

� 

donyelton@wfrchurch.org  

 

 

 

Tony Coffey has been ministering in Dublin, Ireland 
for more than 30 years.  As an evangelist, he conducts 
missions in Europe and North America, and in recent 
years he has served in India.  He is married and has 
three children.  
 

Dr. Dale Hawley teaches family studies at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, and is an elder in the church there. 
Dale also serves as an Associate Director of Missionary 
Care for Mission Resource Network (www.mrnet.org).  
 

Activities will include morning devotionals, Bible 
classes, evening singing and keynote speeches.  As 
usual, there will be time for rest and relaxation (i.e. 
local tours, shopping, etc.). 
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For more information, go to www.euroretreat.org 

Guest Speakers: Tony Coffey & Dale Hawley 

Church of Christ, Camp Victory, Iraq Church of Christ, Camp Fallujah, Iraq 

Church of Christ, IZ Baghdad, Iraq Church of Christ, Camp Taji, Iraq 
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Education Zone 
 

 
 
 
 

“God’s Plan for Spiritual Education: Part 4” 
�

“And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for 
the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12). 

 

NOTE:  In this series of articles, we have worked backwards beginning with “teachers.” 
 

A prophet (prophetesprophetesprophetesprophetes �or prophetes) “(1) in Greek writings, [was] an interpreter of oracles or of other hidden things; (2) one who, moved 
by the Spirit of God and hence his organ or spokesman, solemnly declares to men what he has received by inspiration, especially concerning 
future events, and in particular such as relate to the cause and kingdom of God and to human salvation; (a) the OT prophets, having foretold 
the kingdom, deeds and death, of Jesus the Messiah; (b) of John the Baptist, the herald of Jesus the Messiah; (c) of the illustrious prophet, the 
Jews expected before the advent of the Messiah; (d) the Messiah; (e) of men filled with the Spirit of God, who by God's authority and com-
mand in words of weight pleads the cause of God and urges salvation of men” (Thayer).  These spokesmen for God received direct divine 
revelations (Corinthians 14:5, 29-31). 

 

An apostle �apostolosapostolosapostolosapostolos �or apostolos) in classical Greek “is a naval expedition… its commander; a ship ready for departure… sending 
out… In the NT… [apostle] can also mean delegate, envy, messenger” (Bauer).  In order for a man to qualify as an apostle, he had to be an 
eyewitness of Christ’s resurrection and chosen personally by Him  (Acts 2:21-26) and “called… by the will of God” (Romans 1:1; 1 Corin-
thians 1:1). Jesus originally called twelve men as apostles (Matthew 10:2-4); however, others such as Paul, Barnabas, and Silas are also men-
tioned (Acts 14:14; 1 Thessalonians 2:6; Romans 16:7).  In writing to the church at Corinth, Paul refers to another kind of apostle – pseu-
dapostolos (yeudapostolosyeudapostolosyeudapostolosyeudapostolos ) or “false (pseudo) apostle” (i.e. fake, pretend, bogus, counterfeit versus genuine, true, correct, exact).  Conse-
quently, these phoney messengers were not from God but from Satan! 

 

Both prophets and apostles belonged to the first generation of Christians and comprised the church built by Jesus Christ, Himself being the 
cornerstone or foundation (Ephesians 2:20).  Prior to the complete revelation of God’s word to the church, these men were essential in com-
municating His eternal will via the Holy Spirit.  Once fully communicated and written down, God ceased speaking through these special en-
voys and messengers.  How does God communicate to us in the 21st century?  The same way He has since the first century – though His Son 
(Hebrews 1:1-3).  

 

When we read the Bible, we learn the revealed will of God through Jesus Christ and His Spirit that was first spoken by the apostles and 
prophets and now recorded for our understanding and obedience.  Since that initial group of church leaders, evangelists, pastors (i.e. 
“shepherding” elders), and teachers are God’s trainers in preparing Christians for work within the church… the body of Christ.  

�                                                                                                                                                                                      —Ed Linebaugh  
Bauer, W. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1979. 
Thayer, J. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1965�
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HEAR the word of God:  Romans 10:9-14; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Revelation 2:7; 22:18-19 
BELIEVE in Jesus as Savior of world:  John 3:16; 14:6; 14:23 
REPENT of your sins:  Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 8:22; 17:30; Revelation 2:5, 16, 21,22; 3:3, 19 
CONFESS Jesus before others:  Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 10:8-11 
BE IMMERSED (BAPTIZED) into the body of Christ for forgiveness of your sins:  Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:36-47; 22:16;  Romans 6:3-
11;  Colossians 1:8; 1 Peter 3:18-22 
CONTINUE to live faithful to God until you die or Christ comes again:  1 Corinthians 15:50-58; Revelation 2:10 
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